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TRIBUTE TO WILLIAM DEAN
McKAMEY

HON. JOHN J. DUNCAN, JR.

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 4, 2014

Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker,
today a memorial service is being held for Wil-
liam Dean McKamey at the United States
Naval Academy.

Will was a young man for whom | had the
privilege of nominating to the Naval Academy.
A former Mr. Football winner from Grace
Christian Academy, Will unfortunately passed
away on March 25 after having collapsed dur-
ing football practice the previous Saturday.

Will was one of the most outstanding men
| have had the privilege of meeting. From all
of the things | have read and heard, this
young man had an incredibly bright future. He
was outstanding in every way.

Will was only 19 years-old when he died,
but, in his short life, he touched many lives
personally and has inspired thousands of lives
in my home state of Tennessee and around
the Country as people learn about him.

Will was a committed Christian, and his
mother Kara has noted that “Will was able to
change the spirit of a community, a school
and a Navy football team . . . without really
saying a word.”

| had the honor to attend Will’s funeral serv-
ice, and | saw firsthand the impact Will has
had on his community.

Tennessee and the Navy football family
mourn the loss of such a great young man: a
son, a friend, a teammate, and a Christian.

———

IN SOLIDARITY WITH THE PEOPLE
OF KASSAB, SYRIA

HON. FRANK R. WOLF

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 4, 2014

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in soli-
darity with the people of Kassab, Syria. Their
town was overtaken by Islamist rebels late last
month. The town’s inhabitants, who are largely
Armenian Christians, have been forced by
jihadist rebels to evacuate their homes and
seek refuge in Lebanon and the nearby city of
Latakia. | submit an article which ran in yester-
day’s Washington Post which paints a deeply
disturbing picture of the events unfolding in
Kassab.

This is yet another case of Christians and
other religious minorities being pulled into vio-
lent conflicts in the Middle East. Throughout
the region, small and peaceful minority groups
are often the first to suffer collateral damage,
as we have seen in recent years not only in
Syria, but also in Iraq, in Egypt, and else-
where.

It is especially poignant to recognize the
people of Kassab at this time of year, since
April 24 is the Genocide Remembrance Day
observed by Armenians around the world to
commemorate the atrocities committed against
their people nearly a hundred years ago.

| have advocated for a non-governmental bi-
partisan Syria Study Group to bring a fresh
approach and possibly creative solutions for-
ward to address the ongoing conflict in that
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country. It is inexcusable for the world to stand
by while families are being driven from their
homes, children are being killed and ancient
communities’ very existence threatened.
[From the Washington Post, Apr. 2, 2014]

SYRIAN ARMENIANS, WHO HAD BEEN INSU-
LATED FROM WAR, FORCED TO FLEE AFTER
REBEL OFFENSIVE

(By Loveday Morris)

ANJAR, LEBANON.—Some fled in their
nightclothes, others in their farming boots
straight from the fields. Many thought
they’d be able to return in a few hours but
now fear they may never again.

Until the shells started raining down late
last month, the tiny Syrian village of Kassab
and surrounding villages had been largely
sheltered from the three-year-old conflict
that has devastated other parts of Syria. But
now the area is the focus of a rebel offensive
in the coastal province of Latakia, and an
accompanying social-media storm of
disinformation.

Kassab, a lush, mountainous idyll abutting
the Turkish border, is an ancestral home of
Syria’s minority ethnic Armenians, Chris-
tians who have lived on the land for a mil-
lennium. But the attack by jihadist rebels
sparked a mass exodus from Kassab and
nearby villages.

The picturesque Armenian hillside villages
in the north of Latakia provide a foothold
for a push into the rest of the province—a
heartland of Syria’s minority Alawites, who
are largely supportive of President Bashar
al-Assad.

The area holds little other strategic value
for the opposition, but the limited gains
there have boosted rebel morale amid a
string of defeats elsewhere, with the leader
of the main opposition body, Ahmad al-
Jarba, making a rare visit to Syria this week
to tour the area and meet with fighters.

The Armenian diaspora, including some ce-
lebrities, has expressed outrage, demanding
that the United States act to protect the Ar-
menian community in Syria. The State De-
partment has said it is ‘‘deeply troubled’ by
the developments.

Some Syrian government loyalists have
launched a propaganda campaign accusing
rebels of mass killings and desecrating
churches in the area, sparking fierce
rebuttals from opposition activists.

But the people of Kassab, like the 7 million
others who have been displaced by the civil
war, are focusing on trying to rebuild their
lives after being torn from their land. At
least 30 families have fled to neighboring
Lebanon, seeking refuge in the Armenian vil-
lage of Anjar and in the capital, Beirut, and
the testimonies of more than a dozen shed
some light on the events surrounding the of-
fensive.

All but about 30 of the area’s roughly 2,500
residents fled within 48 hours of the attack,
they said. The fate of those who remained,
who were too old or unwilling to leave, is un-
known, with communications to the villages
cut. There was no major loss of life, they
say, with just one known death, that of a
local teacher who was hit in her car by a
sniper as she tried to flee. Still, the mass ex-
odus is particularly emotional, with Arme-
nians from Kassab having been forced to
leave their homes twice in the past century
because of persecution by the Turks.

The Armenians first fled during the Adana
massacre of 1909, when tens of thousands
died at the hands of the Ottomans.

Then, in 1915, as many as 5,000 residents of
Kassab died during the fracturing empire’s
murderous campaign against the Armenians,
which is widely recognized as a genocide.

“Now it’s 2014, and we are being displaced
again,” said a 41-year-old farmer’s wife who
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arrived in Lebanon a week ago. Like others
fleeing the loyalist area, she spoke on the
condition of anonymity for fear of reprisals
if she and her family return.

“But thank God that this time there is no
massacre,’”’ she said. ““We believe that, as Ar-
menians, what doesn’t kill you makes you
stronger.”

Once again, the Armenians see the hand of
their long-standing enemy behind their dis-
placement, saying the rebel attack was
launched from Turkish soil. Many of the
farms and homes in what was once a popular
tourist spot offer sweeping views of the
Turkish border.

The offensive, they say, began about 5 a.m.
on March 21, with villagers waking to the
sound of heavy machine-gun fire, followed by
shelling.

Two Syrian border posts were first struck,
according to the accounts of several resi-
dents. With the posts manned only by lightly
armed Syrian border police, residents said
there was little in the way of defense against
the push by jihadist rebel groups, which in-
cluded the al-Qaeda-linked Jabhat al-Nusra
and the Islamist Ahrar al-Sham.

Not long after, the main border crossing to
Turkey fell, residents said.

Villagers had prepared evacuation plans. In
case of an attack, instructions were for
women and children to congregate in
Nabaeen, a village farthest from the Turkish
border, with a back road to the city of Lat-
akia.

By 7 a.m., one Nabaeen farmer said, about
50 people had gathered at his house. ‘‘People
were crying and yelling that they had noth-
ing with them. Some were in their slippers
and pajamas,” he said. “It was a sad situa-
tion.”

Despite the chaos, many grabbed the deeds
to their houses—an instinct, they say, for a
people with a history of displacement. Some
of the men stayed behind to see how the situ-
ation developed.

“We left all our valuables and had nothing
more than the clothes we were wearing,”
said one 40- year-old mother of three. As the
shelling picked up, by 11 a.m. most of the
families had left Nabaeen for the safety of
Latakia, 35 miles south, as Syrian army re-
inforcements made their way north.

By March 23, the rebels had reached the
center of Kassab. Villagers point to Turkey’s
shooting down of a Syrian jet attempting to
hit the invading fighters later that day as
further evidence of Turkish support for
rebels.

A Turkish diplomat, who spoke on the con-
dition of anonymity because of the sensi-
tivity of the subject, said that no rebels are
“‘deliberately’ allowed to use the Turkish
border and that if there was shelling into
Kassab from Turkey on March 21, it was be-
cause of new rules of engagement, which
allow the country’s armed forces to retaliate
when fired at to deter further attacks.

Turkey also said that the jet it shot down
had strayed into its airspace.

Jihadist fighters who entered Kassab have
gone to great lengths to stress that they are
not desecrating churches or hurting civil-
ians.

The mother of three said that after she ar-
rived in Latakia with her children, she called
home, and a man who identified himself as a
member of Ja‘hat al-Nusra answered.

‘“‘He said, ’Come back, why did you leave
your home? We have come here to protect
you,’”’ she recalled, though she added that
he later said she should convert to Islam be-
fore returning. ‘I pleaded with him, ‘Eat and
drink whatever you like, but please don’t de-
stroy the house.””’

But Kassab’s displaced residents are not
convinced by the jihadists’ assurances, and
some fear they will never be able to feel safe
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in the area again, even if the government
succeeds in pushing out the rebels.

One farmer, who sold his car in Latakia to
afford the journey to Lebanon, said his
grandmother survived a notorious death
march from the village to the city of Horns
during the genocide but still returned to
Kassab.

This time, he’s not sure his family will
make it back.

“‘Our roots are there, everything is there,”
his wife said, ‘“but we can’t.”

——————

HONORING THE BRENTWOOD, TEN-
NESSEE ALUMNI CHAPTER OF
KAPPA ALPHA PSI FRATERNITY,
INC.

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 4, 2014

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor a group of men who
established the Brentwood Alumni Chapter of
Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc. These men
have shown that positive outcomes can be
made across the board through hard work,
dedication, and a desire to serve their commu-
nity.

This alumni chapter of Kappa Alpha Psi has
served as a lightning rod for other members;
wherein, these members collectively seek to
indoctrinate and instruct fraternity members in
brotherhood, reclamation, community service,
history, and protocol; to unite in a fraternal
bond college men of culture, vision and honor
who possess a high degree of commitment to
serving mankind; to encourage through fra-
ternal brotherhood honorable achievement in
every field of human endeavor; to mentor
young men through the chapter's Guide Right
students; to sponsor community service to
support local schools, youth and provide chari-
table services to low-income residents and
seniors; and to promote the social intellectual,
and moral welfare of brothers and service in
the public interest.

The Brentwood (TN) Alumni Chapter of
Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc. was orga-
nized in the home of Vincent Abernathy, and
on October 2, 2010, the Brentwood Alumni
Chapter was established. Under the leader-
ship of the chapter’s first Polemarch, Dewayne
Collier, and current Polemarch, Jeff Wilson,
The Brentwood Alumni Chapter has become
the second largest chapter in the Middle Ten-
nessee area.

The Brentwood Alumni Chapter's Guide
Right Program has adopted New Hope Acad-
emy School, the Boys & Girls Club of Franklin
and Ravenwood High School as partners in its
initiative to support young men 9th—12th who
show academic potential and a desire for
leadership.

The Brentwood Alumni Chapter has charted
The Brentwood Leadership Foundation and
awards scholarships to seniors and juniors fur-
ther promoting the educational advancement
of young people.

Other event that The Brentwood Alumni
Chapter participates in include: St. Jude Sun-
day of Hope, Kappa Choir, the Pepsi Refresh
Project, Piney Woods, Kappa on the Hill, Stu-
dent of the Year, Kappa Foundation, United
Way of Williamson County, and Mercy Chil-
dren Clinic Christmas Party.
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Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing The Brentwood Alumni Chapter
of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc. for its dedi-
cation to serving others and giving back to the
community.

—

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. GARY C. PETERS

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 4, 2014

Mr. PETERS of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, on
Wednesday, April 2, 2014, | was not present
for 3 votes. | wish to submit my intentions had
| been present to vote.

Had | been present for rollcall No. 152, |
would have voted “nay.”

Had | been present for rollcall No. 153, |
would have voted “nay.”

Had | been present for rollcall No. 154, |
would have voted “nay.”

RECOGNIZING JAMES BERGERON

HON. JOHN KLINE

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 4, 2014

Mr. KLINE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize Education and Human Services Policy
Director James Bergeron for his years of serv-
ice to the House Committee on Education and
the Workforce—and the American people.

James Bergeron, who joined the Committee
nearly a decade ago under then-Chairman
HOWARD P. “BUCK” MCKEON, will soon depart
the Committee for a new endeavor. He leaves
an indelible mark not only on this institution,
but also on the landscape of education policy.

During his tenure with the Committee,
James worked tirelessly on legislation to im-
prove workforce development, revamp K-12
education, support students with disabilities,
enhance early childhood care and develop-
ment, and strengthen the nation’s higher edu-
cation system. Many of the policies James
championed have become key provisions in
federal law, helping improve the lives of count-
less workers, students, teachers, and children.

James is a consummate professional, a
skilled negotiator, and a trusted advisor who
will be sorely missed. On behalf of the Com-
mittee and the whole House, | thank James
for his dedication, and wish him the very best
in the years ahead.

———

IN HONOR OF THE ARSENAL TECH-
NICAL HIGH SCHOOL BOYS BAS-
KETBALL TEAM, 2014 STATE
CHAMPIONS

HON. ANDRE CARSON

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, April 4, 2014

Mr. CARSON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, | rise
to congratulate the boy’s basketball team at
Arsenal Technical High School which is part of
Indianapolis Public School district. The Titans
were crowned the Division 4A Indiana State
Boys Basketball Champions on March 30,
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2014 after capturing the state title with a 63—
59 victory in front of a sold out crowd at Indi-
anapolis Bankers Life Fieldhouse.

As a graduate of Arsenal Tech, | am proud
of this team’s achievements. The Titans made
their first appearance in the state finals in
1929, and 85 years later they earned their first
state championship. Their accomplishment is
also significant because it has been 34 years
since an Indianapolis Public School program
has won this title. Additionally, all the Tech
fans, in particular the energetic student body
should be recognized for their enthusiasm and
pride in their team.

Today, | ask my colleagues to join me in
congratulating the Arsenal Technical High
School Titans, coaches, school officials, teach-
ers and the greater Indianapolis community on
their accomplishments this season.

————

IN RECOGNITION OF LPL FINAN-
CIAL’S NEW, SUSTAINABLE OF-
FICE TOWER

HON. SCOTT H. PETERS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 4, 2014

Mr. PETERS of California. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to recognize and applaud the lead-
ership, employees and partners of LPL Finan-
cial—the nation’s largest independent broker-
dealer and a RIA custodian—for their dedica-
tion to sustainability and social responsibility,
demonstrated by the opening of the firm’s new
San Diego headquarters, Tower Il at La Jolla
Commons, on April 2, 2014. La Jolla Com-
mons Il was designed to be the largest net-
zero energy commercial office building in the
United States.

The focus of this project was to build an en-
vironmentally friendly workplace that would be
reflective of LPL’s values and work styles.
With that in mind, the building design was
guided by four pillars: sustainability, health
and wellness, connectivity and flexibility. This
design is currently under consideration for
LEED Platinum certification, the U.S. Green
Building Council’s (USGBC) highest standard
for environmental design.

Among other sustainability features, the 13-
story, 416,000-square-foot office tower will re-
sult in an estimated $300,000 annual savings
in electricity costs due to the incorporation of
fuel cell technology, and nearly 2.5 million gal-
lons—about 88 percent of the water used in
the building—will be reclaimed and reused.
Additionally, the building boasts a number of
health and wellness-related amenities includ-
ing a state-of-the-art gym for employees.

| ask all Members to join me in applauding
this incredible effort that demonstrates LPL’s
commitment to its employees, the city of San
Diego, and to our environment.

H.R. 2824

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, April 4, 2014
Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise in op-

position to H.R. 2824, which would roll back a
Reagan-era rule to protect Appalachian
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